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Brief History
The Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong (SBHK) was established in 1960 under the name "Suicide

Prevention Society". This service was the first of its kind in Asia.

It was registered as a society in Hong Kong in 1963, and subsequently renamed "The Samaritan
Befrienders Hong Kong". In the 70s, SBHK offered services as 2 distinct units; one in Cantonese, the
other in English. The English service unit was discontinued in 1982 for administrative reasons. Since
1994, SBHK has incorporated as a limited company.

SBHK is a local voluntary agency run by volunteer workers. Though non-religious in nature,
SBHK reflects the generosity and benevolence of the Good Samaritan in the Bible who always
stretched forth a helping hand to the distressed and helpless. Through the giving of support and
rendering emotional counseling to them, we help those in need to help themselves.

In the wake of a significant rise of student suicides due to the setbacks in their Hong Kong
Certificate Examinations in 1964, SBHK launched a Summer Hotline Service for Form 5 graduates in
1965. The Service has been maintained for many years. Following our example, other organizations
joined in, and now resources from various quarters are made available to help students finding
ways out from their dead ends.

Recent Developments
When one is seriously thinking of committing suicide, it is obviously better to have  someone

close by with  understanding and caring than just talking on the hotline.

Seeing the needs and to serve the community better in the area of suicide prevention, SBHK
has submitted two proposals in the year 2001 to the Hong Kong Jockey Club and the Lotteries
Fund to apply for funds to establish a Life Education Centre and a Suicidal Prevention Crisis Centre.
Through the active support of the Social Welfare Department, and the generous financial support
from both the Hong Kong Jockey Club and the Lotteries Fund in providing 3 years operating costs,
both centres materialized and have been in  operation since April 2002. The setting up of the new
centres has enabled the SBHK to complement its long running Hotline service to provide a more
comprehensive suicide prevention service for the community.

The three centers, with its unique service nature, different objectives and logos, share a common
spirit and mission - that is the love and concern for our fellow neighbors.

Spirit
To bring out the benevolence in human nature and with love, patience and compassion, nurture

the spirit of mutual aid, mutual support and mutual affection.

Mission
1) To befriend, on humanitarian grounds, people who are facing difficulties or are lonely and

depressed, by helping them to regain confidence in life.

2) To publicize and promote the spirit of our service in the community through talks, seminars,
research and other means.

c) To help in the South East Asia and neighbouring areas to set up organizations with a nature
and mission similar to ours.

BRIEF HISTORY
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Ethos
1) We establish ourselves as the Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong to bring out in full the

benevolence in human nature, and with love, patience and compassion, nurture the spirit of
mutual aid, mutual support and mutual affection.

2) We give the hopeless, the helpless and the suicidally inclined a listener when they need one so
that they can relate their inner pain and distress.

3) We let help seekers feel accepted and supported so as to enable them to overcome emotional
distress and face up to their problems.

4) We respect the right of help seekers in self-determination even if they decide to commit suicide,
and also their right to discontinue contact with us at any time.

5) We respect the privacy of help seekers and will not divulge their personal information to any
outside party, save that for the purpose of providing effective service, the Chairman and
supervisory officers have the right to know what a help seeker says to us. No service shall be
provided should a help seeker find this unacceptable.

6) We shall not take advantage of our contact with help seekers to instill personal values, faith or
political stance.

Modus Operandi
1) We provide a 24-hour telephone hotline service, interview service by appointment and

correspondences service for clients.
2) The Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre offers assessment of suicidal risks, immediate intervention,

counseling and referral services. We aim to help suicidal people to re-establish their life strength
and empower them with the capability to handle crisis in life.

3) The Life Education Centre promotes suicide prevention via community services, seminars,
publications (annual reports, newsletters, books and reports), research and surveys, promotional
education and international conferences. Through these activities we aim to promote the
message of suicide prevention and help people to bravely overcome their life difficulties as
well as learning to care for the people around them as a contribution to the community.

4) We endeavour to talk to every client but priority is given to those with high suicidal intent.
5) If the situation of a client is such that substantive relief (social or medical service) is warranted,

then we shall provide the client with the relevant information, or with client's consent, refer the
case to relevant organizations. In case of emergency and no objection from the client, we shall
notify relevant organizations or persons to assist the client.

6) When a client wishes us to assist another person who is suicidal, we shall provide as much
information as we can and recommend that person to contact us. We shall not approach that
person if we are not contacted. Exception is by reason being too young, old or infirmity.  In that
case, we shall try to contact that person.

7) All our members are volunteers, having been highly selected and trained, and are being
supervised by experienced members and relevant professionals.

8) Our members shall let clients know only their surname and membership number. All other
personal information shall be kept confidential. Clients shall only contact our members through
our service.

9) We offer assistance for the establishment of organizations with similar nature and mission in
the South East Asia and neighbouring regions.

ETHOS AND MODUS OPERANDI
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Executive Committee (Term of Office: From July 2003 to June 2005)

Chairman : Mr. Wong Yao Wing

Vice-Chairman : Mr. Kan Pak Kei

Secretaries : Ms. Ng Wing Mui (till December 2003)
Mr. Chiu Kim Ho (from December 2003)

Treasurer : Ms. Wong Choi Wan

Committee Members : Mr. Lo Yu Keung Wilson
Mr. Fan Wai Shing
Ms. Chan Fung Ming
Ms. Yam Siu Fong
Mr. Wong Yuen Ching (till March 2004)
Ms. Chiu Wai Yee (till March 2004)

Staff List (as at 31 December 2004)

Hotline Centre
Centre-in-charge : Mrs. Lui Wong Yun Fong Helen

Assistant Service Officers : Ms. Pun Wing Yan
Mr. Lau Tak Wing

Administrative Assistants: Mr. Law Hou King
Ms. Chong Chau Yim

Clerk : Mr. Leung Chun Yip

Part-Time Workman II : Ms. Chang Wai Yi

Suicide Intervention Centre
Centre-in-charge : Mr. Wong Chun Hon Michael

Crisis Counsellors : Ms. Tsang Kwok Han Helina
Ms. Liu Wun Ying
Ms. Heung Mo Yan
Ms. Chu Siu Man
Mr. Ho Wing Hung
Ms. Ng Wing Yan
Mr. Ng Hung Fai
Mr. Chung Wai Lun

Clerk : Ms. Chan Siu Ping

Life Education Centre
Centre-in-charge : Ms. Lai Pui King Joanne

Social Workers : Ms. Chau Chui Yu
Ms. Lau Kwai Yee

Clerk : Mr. Liu So Fan

Office Assistant : Ms. Cheng Wai Yung

Honorary Consultants
Honorary Consultant : Mr. Allen Peng Fei Lee, JP

Financial Consultant : Y.H. Cheung & Co.,
Certified Public Accountants

Legal Consultants : Fred Kan & Co.,
Solicitors & Notaries

P.R. Consultant : Mr. Forest L.S.Cheung

Service Consultants : Ms. Jolene Mui,
Service Manager, CPNS CPH,
Castle Peak Hospital

Dr. Chiu Siu Ning,
Senior Medical Officer
(Psychiatry), Community
Psychiatric Team,
Kwai Chung Hospital

Ms. Ide Chan,
Clinical Psychologist,
Tuen Mun Hospital

Dr. Hau Kit Tai, Ph.D.,
Chairman the Department of
Education Psychology,
Faculty of Education, CUHK

Dr. Linda C.W. Lam,
Associate Professor,
Department, of Psych CUHK

Dr. Michael H.P.Tsang,
Ph.D.in Clinical Psychology
(U.S.A); Registered Clinical
Psychologist

Mr. Zeno C.S. Leung,
Lecturer, Department of
Applied Social Sciences,
The HK Polytechnic
University



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
7

�� !

�� !"#$%��  !"#$%�  &"'$(

�� � �� !"

�� � �� !"

�� � �� !"E�MP�NO��F
�� !"E�MP�NO��F

�� � �� !"

�� � �� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"E�MQ�P��F
�� !"E�MQ�P��F

�� !E��  !"#�$%#&'F

�� !

�� ! � �� !"#

�� !"# � �� !"
�� !"

�� ! � �� !"
�� !"

�� � �� !"

�� !" � �� !"

�� !"#$%

�� ! � �� !"

�� !" � �� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"
�� !"

�� � �� !"

�� !"#

�� ! � �� !"

�� !" � �� !"
�� !"

�� � �� !"

�� !"# � �� !"

�� !"#

�� ! � �� !"#$

�� ! � �� !"#$

�� ! � �� !"#

�� ! � �� !"

�� ! � �� !"
E�� !"#$%&'F

�� !"
E�� !"#$%&'()$%&*+ ,F

�� !"
E�� !"#$%&'F

�� !"
E�� !"#$%#&$%'(#)*+,

�� !"
E�� !"#$#%&'()*+F

�� !"
E�� !"#$%F

�� !"
E�� !"#$%&'(#)*+F



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
8

Logo of SBHK
We can see there are two people standing face to face, hand in hand in the

picture. We use name of our organization to form a question mark. The symbolic
meaning is to help each other, to encourage each other, to love each other as
our mission statement had been stated.

Hotline Centre
“TOUCH”
“Touch” means “Contact”,  “Understanding” and “Sensitivity”.

We...

“listen” to contact the voice of our callers;

“care” to understand the needs of our callers;

“are sensitive” to empathize with the emotions of our callers.

We believe people with emotional trouble can be positively influenced by our sincerity, they
may acquire our belief that there are always someone concerned about others --- “Lively Opportunity
is Everywhere”!

Life Education Centre
“GROW”

‘Grow’ means growth, implying that Life Education helps
people grow. The symbolic brown color represents soil, a
platform for plants to be nurtured and  the letter ‘r’ signifies the
growing sprout. It is the seeds of Life Education scatter  on
different soil. When soil and seeds have made contact, its sprouts
grow.

Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre
“ALIVE”
• Green color represents healing and yellow color represents

full of life;

• ‘Alive’ summarizes the goal of our intervention;

• The logo could be read as “a - live”, again to help clients to
live their lives;

• Along with the Chinese slogan, we hope clients will be encouraged  to leap through to the next
day. This explains our centre provides short-term crisis service and is not designed to replace
long-term counselling. Our goal is to work  with the client to safely reach tomorrow.

• The leaping action signifies effort is required;

• The yellow “i” represents a standing person despite being in a crisis; it also signifies a burning
candle - still burning and still having the potential to stay alight;

LOGOS OF SBHK
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Mr. Wong Yao Wing
Chairman

Introduction
Life is a mystery. It's only natural that we all try our hardest to better our future. While the

world economy is slowly picking up and SARS is a thing of the past, we begin to gather our
confidence and courage to mould a better picture of our tomorrow. Who would anticipate the
tsunami disaster in South Asia in which thousands of lives were lost whilst enjoying Christmas
holidays on beautiful beaches in the sunshine? Lives are precious, but most of the time we can only
watch helplessly as they perish under the force of nature with no means to fight back. However, it
is even more heart breaking that each year in Hong Kong more than a thousand people choose to
give up their lives when they lose hope for their future due to various reasons.

SBHK in following the footsteps of the Biblical good Samaritan, has served the people of Hong
Kong for over 40 years by providing services to the emotionally disturbed - in particular to those
having suicidal tendencies.

Through its three service centres (Hotline Centre, Life Education Centre and Suicide Crisis
Intervention Centre), each with its unique service nature and objective, SBHK hopes to deliver the
message of cherishing life and suicide prevention to every corner of Hong Kong using various
channels and methods.

Hotline Centre
In the year 2004, our hotline service received a total of 14,315 calls. Among them 9,439 calls

were from the emotionally disturbed. The remainder were enquiry calls, frivolous calls and silent
calls. Male to female ratio was 43.71% to 55.71%. Most of the callers were aged from 20 to 44 years
old -  76.85% of the total number of callers. Most of the calls were associated with mental problems
(17.78%), career problems (14.49%), family problems (13.88%) and love relationships (11.91%).
Among the callers, 24.95% had suicidal tendencies, in which 29.52% (165 calls) of these high to
medium risk calls were transferred to the Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre of SBHK under the
consent of the callers for further action.

 Up to the end of 2004, SBHK had a total of 218 volunteers. 66 (30%) of them were male and 152
(70%) were female. In order to enhance the quality of the volunteer team and increase the number
of volunteers, we selected 127 applicants from the recruitment exercise for one year training. For
our existing volunteers we conducted case sharing exercises and arranged visits to related services
and organisations to enable the volunteers to better equip themselves with counselling skills to
face the changes and needs of the society.

 Similar to the previous year, SBHK continued to serve the mass media and community groups
by providing suicidal data and analyses to help them with their studies and research on this topic.

Life Education Centre
This is the third year of our service to the community. In order to be more effective in promoting

the message of positive living to the community, LEC held a variety of activities including talks,
seminars, workshops, peer counselling groups and construction of life education teaching materials.
Through these activities, we hope to raise the profile of positive living to the public.

In the year 2004, LEC held 53 talks and seminars and 26 workshops for students, parents,
teachers, volunteers, the elderly and other community members. LEC also held 25 training sessions
on peer counselling and 3 training sessions on 'Life Ambassadors'. These sessions trained a total of
62 volunteers.

LEC held two large scale activities this year. Through the 'Treasure Life - The Seed Adoption
Campaign', LEC prepared 5,000 seeds for adoption, all of them found their adoption parents
successfully in the community within the year. The second activity, the 'Tin Yan Estate Orientation
Fnfair' was held jointly with the Social Welfare Department Yuen Long District Family and Children

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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Welfare and Coordination Committee. Through the carnival local residents became more aware of
the many family problems within the area and treasure their lives more.

LEC published a number of publications this year. Besides the bulletin 'Life Interaction', there
were 4 brochures on suicidal prevention, 2 play kits ("Emotion Game" was for 6-9 year old while
"Life Journey" was for the teenagers), 2 research reports ("Research on how Hong Kong Newspapers
report suicide news" and "Reporting suicides or Inducing suicides? - Relationship between suicides
and newspaper reports") and a training manual called "No Charcoaling" which was a drama
incorporated with suicidal prevention message. To boost the usage of the LEC library we also
increased the variety of books and other lending materials, particularly resources on local and
overseas suicidal prevention as well as positive living. The library usage surged to 3,196 persons -
more than double that of the previous year.

Furthermore, as the three year pioneer project of LEC has come to an end, we are extremely
pleased to have the continuous financial support from the Hong Kong Jockey Club. The new funds
granted made it possible for LEC to extend its work on life education in Hong Kong.

Crisis Intervention Centre
This is the third year of service provided by the Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre (SCIC). Our

referral line provides 24 hour service to frontline staff of social and public services including social
workers, doctors, nurses and police officers. We provide immediate counselling services to those
who facing imminent danger.

 In 2004 SCIC handled a total of 1262 cases. Among them 483 were from male clients and 779
were from females. The majority (over 90%) of these cases fell into the 20-50 age group. The primary
problem areas were financial (13%), love and marital relationship (21%), mental health (11%) and
distress of suicidal family members and friends (9%). Financial problem was the key problem area
for males while those for female clients usually involved mental health and marital problems.

The risk level of 76% of referral cases were classified as moderate to high. While certain clients
required longer and more intensive interventions from SCIC, in most cases there was a significant
drop in the risk level after 2-4 sessions.

In order to give a better picture of the work of SCIC and to ensure a smooth transfer of cases
from referring agencies, we provided over 40 sessions of presentations last year to social workers
and medical professionals. Apart from maintaining continuous partner relationship with
Department of Health and NGOs, SCIC also established new pilot agreements with Tuen Mun
Hospital, Castle Peak Hospital, and other newly formed integrated family services centres and NGOs,
so as to further extend our service coverage.

SCIC's client base was stored electronically. With the launch of two software systems MOBIDICK
and MAST, counsellors could access the client database outside office. Staff safety was much
improved using the SMS features of ordinary mobile phones.

Conclusion
Apart from being a social animal, the most important quality that distinguishes human from

the rest of the animal kingdom is the ability to share feelings and problems as well as to help one
another through difficulties. This quality is fading. The links between human is weakening too. The
problem that disturbs most people with suicidal tendency is not money, career or relationships
but the lack of love and support from family and friends. Thus the key to effective suicide prevention
is simple - just live up to the phrase of being concerned for your neighbours to bring a new dimension
to your life'.
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6.1 Hotline Centre
Mrs. Helen Lui

Centre-in-charge

Introduction
Our 24-hour hotline service aims to provide immediate emotional support to people who are

emotionally distressed, desperate and suicidal. With the care and support of our hotline volunteers,
the callers are encouraged to face and walk through their problems so as to regain their hope for
the future and confidence in facing the challenges ahead.

Number of Cases
From 1st January to 31st December of 2004, we responded to 14,315 cases.  Of these, 9,439

were help-seeking cases, in need of emotional support and counselling service. The remainder was
for general enquiries, silent calls and prank calls.

98% of the help-seeking cases reached us by phone, 0.3% by face-to-face interview, 0.02% by
letter, and 1.6% by email. This reflects that most of our clients still prefer to reach our service by
telephone. It's also apparent that clients prefer to ask for help via email rather than post. This year
we received 1,629 more help-seeking cases than the previous year - an increase of 20.86%.  (Details
in Table 6.1.1)

Sex and Age
Of all the help-seeking cases, 55.71% were female and 43.71% were male - a 12% difference.

Compared to last year (16.8% more female cases), the difference dropped by 4.8%. Although females
are still more willing to seek help than males, a larger proportion of males were willing to ask for
help through our hotline in 2004 than the previous year.

Most of the service users came from those aged between 20 and 44 (76.85% of total). The age
group 30 to 34 (21.52% of the total) still topped the list the same as the previous years. Following
were the age groups of 40 to 44 (18.39%) and 20 to 24 (15.51%).

According to the 2004 Hong Kong Census Report, 28.5% of the population are aged between
15 and 34 (28.5% of total population) yet but the numbers of help-seeker in this age category was
54.52%, meaning the proportion of people aged between 15 and 34 seeking help was comparatively
high. This could be due to facing a number of uncertainties, challenges and pressure in their daily
lives such as studying, career, family and marriage, interpersonal relationship and mental health
problems. On the other hand, when encountering frustrations, difficulties and distress, they may
be more in need of hotline service support and willing to vent their problems, seeking solutions
and dealing with their depressed emotions. (Details in Table 6.1.2)

Nature of Problems
The top four problems areas for our help-seekers in 2004 were Mental Health (17.78%),

Occupation (14.49%), Family (13.88%), and Love Relationship (11.91%) problems. Compared to
2003, Mental Health problems have increased by 1.04% and are still the top problem area. In fact,
Suicide problems and Mental Health problems are closely correlated. To alleviate the Suicide
problem, the importance of promoting Mental health education should not be overlooked.

This year, Financial problems continued their drop by 1.11% but Occupation problems still
rose by 1.26%. As per last year, this could suggest the stress from financial problems such as
unemployment and bankruptcy may be slightly reduced but the pressure from occupations - such
as a stressful working environment, unsatisfactory working relationships and unrewarding
remuneration and benefits were yet to improve to alleviate this pressure.

Different genders are affected by different problems. As per pervious years, Occupation was
still the top concern for our male help seekers. It is important to note that the second major problem

SERVICE REPORTS
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for our male clients this year was Mental Health problem, which was only the fifth major problem
of last year, rising from 11.51% to 15.01%. The main problems concerning our female clients were
the same as last year - the top area of concern being Mental Health problems, followed by Family,
Occupation and Love Relationship problem. (Details in Table 6.1.3 and Figure 6.1.3)

The problems experienced by different age groups changed in relation to their different
developmental stages.  The major problem for the 10 to 14 age group was studying, Sex and Love
Relationship for 15 to 24, Love Relationship and Occupation for 25 to 29, Mental Health and
Occupation for 30 to 39, Mental Health and Family for 40 to 44 and, Financial and Family for aged
over 44.  (Details in Table 6.1.4)

Suicide Crisis
19.03% of the total number of cases were assessed as having a low suicide risk - those cases

that have already developed suicide ideation in a distressed situation but concrete suicide plans
have not been formulated.  4.66% of the cases were assessed to have medium risk, - those cases
that have not only developed suicide thoughts but have also developed concrete plans for ending
their lives, although the danger of loss of life was not imminent.  1.26% of cases were a high suicide
risk - already in imminent danger of suicide or even in the process of committing suicide during
their contacts with us. In total, 24.95% of the cases were suicidal.  Among the high and medium risk
cases, 29.52% (165 cases) were referred to our Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre for crisis
intervention and management service as well as further intensive counselling service. (Details in
Table 6.1.5)

Volunteer Training
In June and December of 2004, we started our 40th and 41st hotline volunteer training courses

respectively, which was a one-year training programme to recruit new volunteers.  After screening
the applications, 127 volunteer trainees were recruited to join our first stage of training. (Details in
Table 6.1.6)

In order to maintain both the quantity and quality of our volunteer pool, in-service training for
our existing volunteers was very important. Thus many programs such as case sharing, agency
visits and training workshops were organized so the hotline volunteers could attain improved
counseling skills, better insight to the problems and challenges our help-seekers face and greater
knowledge of the community resources suitable to them.  (Details in Table 6.1.7)

Volunteer Information
As at the end of 2004, our organization had a total of 218 hotline volunteers - 30% male and

70% female. While all the volunteers were over 20 years of age, the majority (40%) were in the age
range of 35 and 44 years old.

62.4% of the total had received a tertiary or university education. 19.7% came from the white
collar and 2.8% came from the social service sector. 11.9% each came from the medical field and
education sector (Details in Table 6.1.8)

Mass Media and Visitors
Throughout 2004, our organization continued to receive visits from the mass media and

academic and social organizations. We responded to their enquiries on suicide problems, statistics
and analyses so as to assist all interested parties to further explore and to encourage research and
collective effort in suicide prevention work.  In order to support the 2004 World Suicide Prevention
Day (10 September 2004), we initiated a joint press conference on 9 September 2004 with other
suicide prevention organizations in our Pak Tin Centre. During the conference, we introduced the
development of Suicide Prevention Service as well as presenting the role played by volunteers. We
also appealed to the public for their active participation in suicide prevention in their life roles.
(Details in Table 6.1.9 - 6.1.13)
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�� !"#$ ��
kçîÉãÄÉê `çÖåáíáîÉ=qÜÉê~éó=JJJ=o~íáçå~äáíó=~åÇ=bãçíáçå qê~áåáåÖ N

NN� �� !"J�� ! ��
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EaF=bÇìÅ~íáçå=iÉîÉä=�� !

bÇìÅ~íáçå=iÉîÉä=�� ! j~äÉ=� cÉã~äÉ=�

råáîÉêëáíó=L=`çääÉÖÉ=�� �! QQ VO

mçëíJpÉÅçåÇ~êó=�� Q NQ

pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä=�� NU OU

líÜÉêë=�� M NU

qçí~ä=�� SS NRO

EbF=pÉêîáÅÉ=eçìêë=�� !

kçK=çÑ=Üçìêë=L�� j~äÉ=� cÉã~äÉ=�

RM�� !=L=_Éäçï=RM=Üçìêë U RN

RNJNMM��=L=Üçìêë OQ RR

NMNJOMM��=L=Üçìêë PN QP

OMNJPMM��=L=Üçìêë O P

PMM�� !=L=Üçìêë=~ÄçîÉ N M

qçí~ä=�� SS NRO

EcF=lÅÅìé~íáçå=��

qóéÉ=çÑ=lÅÅìé~íáçå=�� ! j~äÉ=� cÉã~äÉ=�

_äìÉ=Åçää~êë=�� ! R M

aáëÅáéäáå~êáÉë=�� ! S O

bÇìÅ~íáçå=�� T NV

bÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=C=mëóÅÜçäçÖó=�� !"#$ N N

eçìëÉïáÑÉ=�� ! M NV

fåÑçêã~íáçå=qÉÅÜåçäçÖó=�� ! NM N

jÉÇá~=�� O M

jÉÇáÅ~ä=�� S OM

jÉêÅÜ~åí=�� N O

oÉíáêÉÇ=�� N Q

pÉäÑJÉãéäçóÉÇ=�� M P

pçÅá~ä=pÉêîáÅÉ=cáÉäÇ=�� �!"#$ V NV

píìÇÉåí=�� N T

råÉãéäçóÉÇ=�� N N

tÜáíÉ=Åçää~êë=�� ! NM PP

^Å~ÇÉãáÅ=�� M N

líÜÉêë=�� S OM

qçí~ä=�� SS NRO
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Eq~ÄäÉ=SKNKVF=sáëáíáåÖ=lêÖ~åáò~íáçå
E�=SKNKVF=�� !"#

jçåíÜ sáëáíáåÖ=mÉçéäÉ=L=lêÖ~åáò~íáçå mìêéçëÉ kçK=çÑ=sáëáíçêë
�� �� L�� �� ��

g~åì~êó aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ =bÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=mëóÅÜçäçÖóI=`çìåëÉääáåÖ pìáÅáÇÉ=o~íÉë=~åÇ N
N� ~åÇ=iÉ~êåáåÖ=kÉÉÇëI fåÑçêã~íáçå=Ñçê=NM

qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=fåëíáíìíÉ=çÑ =bÇìÅ~íáçå vÉ~êë
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF �� !"#$%&
�� !"#JJJ �� 
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.=E�� !F

cÉÄêì~êó ?o~áåÄçï=^Åíáçå?=qáå=pÜìá=t~á=vçìíÜ=lìíêÉ~ÅÜ=qÉ~ãI pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ R
O� qÜÉ=bî~åÖÉäáÅ~ä=iìíÜÉê~å=`ÜìêÅÜ=çÑ =eçåÖ=hçåÖ vçìíÜ

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./&0123 �� !"#$

içâ=j~=`Ü~ì=aáîáëáçåI=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=mçäáÅÉ pìáÅáÇÉ=fåÑçêã~íáçå N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF OMMP
�� !"=E�� !F OMMP�� !

j~êÅÜ mçëí=dê~Çì~íÉ=píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=fåëíáíìíÉ pìáÅáÇÉ=fåÑçêã~íáçå=Ñçê N
P� çÑ=bÇìÅ~íáçå íÜÉ=é~ëí=NM=óÉ~êë

�� !"#$%& �� !"#$%

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =kqevh=vìÉå=içåÖ=aáëíêáÅí=pÉÅçåÇ~êó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
pÅÜççäEqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
�� !"#$%&''(=E�� !F pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ

qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
�� !"#$%&

píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=phe=i~ã=tçç=jÉãçêá~ä=pÉÅçåÇ~êó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå P
pÅÜççä pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
�� !"#$%&&' pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ

vçìíÜ
�� !"#$%
�� !

bÅÜç=s~ääÉó=bî~åÖÉäáëíáÅ=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=Ñçê=íÜÉ pâáääë=áå=qÉäÉéÜçåÉ N
e~åÇáÅ~éë=iáãáíÉÇ=EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF `çìåëÉääáåÖ
�� !"#$%&=E�� !F �� !"#

phe=i~ã=tçç=jÉãçêá~ä=pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉï=~åÇ=bã~áäF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
�� !"#$%&&'=E�� �!F pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ

vçìíÜ
�� !"#$%&'

píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ =mëóÅÜçäçÖóI pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå=çÑ P
qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=pÜìÉ=v~å=`çääÉÖÉ pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
�� !"#$%&"' pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ

vçìíÜ
�� !"#$%&'

^éêáä ?váà áå=mêçàÉÅí?I=`~êáí~ë=b~ëíÉêå=aáëíêáÅí=`çããìåáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
Q� bÇìÅ~íáçå=`ÉåíêÉ=EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh

�� !"!#$%&'#()*+E�� !F �� !
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jçåíÜ sáëáíáåÖ=mÉçéäÉ=L=lêÖ~åáò~íáçå mìêéçëÉ kçK=çÑ=sáëáíçêë
�� �� L�� �� ��

^éêáä píìÇÉåí=çÑ =`~åçëë~=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=Ep~å=mç=hçåÖF pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
Q� EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_ehI

�� !"E�� F��=E�� !F oÉ~ëçåë=Ñçê=pìáÅáÇÉ
~åÇ=pìáÅáÇÉ=póãéíçãë
�� !"#$%&
�� 

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =íÜÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ =dÉçÖê~éÜó=C pÉêîáÅÉ=fåÑçêã~íáçå N
oÉëçìêÅÉë=j~å~ÖÉãÉåíI=`reh ~Äçìí=p_eh
�� !"#$%&#' �� !

mçëí=dê~Çì~íÉ=píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ pìáÅáÇÉ=o~íÉI=pìáÅáÇÉ N
eçåÖ=hçåÖ=EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF mêçÄäÉã=~åÇ=j~ëë
�� !"#$%&=E�� !F jÉÇá~

�� !"#$%&'
�� !"#$%&'

qÜÉ=p~ã~êáí~åë=jìäíáJiáåÖì~ä=pÉêîáÅÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ `çãéìíÉêáò~íáçå=çÑ N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF eçíäáåÉ=pÉêîáÅÉ
�� !"#$E�� !"F=E�� !F �� !"#$

píìÇÉåí=êÉéçêíÉêë=çÑ =?lìê=sçáÅÉ=? pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå P
aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ =gçìêå~äáëã=~åÇ=`çããìåáÅ~íáçå pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=çÑ
�� !"#$%&'()*+%,-#./0 vçìíÜ

�� !"#$%
�� !

j~ó iáÑÉ=eçéÉI=`~êáí~ë=ÇÉ=j~Å~ì lêÖ~åáò~íáçå=sáëáí=~åÇ S
R� �� !"#$% bñÅÜ~åÖÉ=çÑ =pÉêîáÅÉ

bñéÉêáÉåÅÉ
�� !"#$%&
�� !"

píìÇÉåíë=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå O
�� !"##$ pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh

�� !

gìåÉ mä~ÅÉãÉåí=píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=qÜÉ=pìáÅáÇÉ=`êáëáë pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå O
S� fåíÉêîÉåíáçå=`ÉåíêÉI=p_eh eçíäáåÉ=pÉêîáÅÉ=~åÇ

�� !"#$%&'()*+ léÉê~íáçåë
�� !"#$

^ìÖìëí wÜÉà á~åÖ=`çããìåáíó=jÉåí~ä=eÉ~äíÜ=píìÇó=qçìê pÉêîáÅÉ=bñéÉêáÉåÅÉ NO
U� �� !"#$%&'() ~åÇ=léÉê~íáçåë=çÑ

eçíäáåÉI=p`f`=~åÇ=ib`
�� !"#$ !%
�� !"#$%&'
�� !"

iáÑÉ=eçéÉI=`~êáí~ë=ÇÉ=j~Å~ì lêÖ~åáò~íáçå=sáëáí=~åÇ P
�� !"#$% bñÅÜ~åÖÉ=çÑ =pÉêîáÅÉ

bñéÉêáÉåÅÉ
�� !"#$%&
�� !"
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jçåíÜ sáëáíáåÖ=mÉçéäÉ=L=lêÖ~åáò~íáçå mìêéçëÉ kçK=çÑ=sáëáíçêë
�� �� L�� �� ��

pÉéíÉãÄÉê mKS=píìÇÉåí=çÑ =`kb`=q~á=qìåÖ=pÅÜççä pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
V� EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh

�� !"#$%&'&(')=E�� !F �� !"#$%&

lÅíçÄÉê píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó píêÉëë=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí Q
NM� �� !"##$ ~åÇ=^ÅíáîáíáÉë=Ñçê

p_eh=sçäìåíÉÉêë
�� !"�#$%&
�� !"#$%&

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó píêÉëë=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF ~åÇ=^ÅíáîáíáÉë=Ñçê
�� !"##$=E�� !F p_eh=sçäìåíÉÉêë

�� !"�#$%&
�� !"#$%&

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó píêÉëë=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí N
Ebã~áä=fåíÉêîáÉïF ~åÇ=^ÅíáîáíáÉë=Ñçê
�� !"##$=E�� !F p_eh=sçäìåíÉÉêë

�� !"�#$%&
�� !"#$%&

kçîÉãÄÉê eçåÖ=hçåÖ=`çêêÉÅíáçå~ä=pÉêîáÅÉë=aÉé~êíãÉåí pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
NN� EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_ehI

�� !"=E�� !F q~äâë=~åÇ=m~ãéÜäÉíëë
�� !"#$%&'
�� !"#$%

píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=råáîÉêëáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêçÄäÉã=áå=eh V
�� !!" ~åÇ=pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå

pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh
�� !"#$%&
��

píìÇÉåíë=çÑ=qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=mçäóíÉÅÜåáÅ=råáîÉêëáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå P
�� !"##$ pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh

�� !

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=råáîÉêëáíó pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF pÉêîáÅÉ=çÑ =p_eh=~åÇ
�� !!"=E�� !F ^ååì~ä=oÉéçêíë

�� !"#$%&

píìÇÉåí=çÑ =qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=_~éíáëí=råáîÉêëáíó píêÉëë=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí N
EqÉäÉéÜçåÉ=fåíÉêîáÉïF ~åÇ=^ÅíáîáíáÉë=Ñçê
�� !"##$=E�� !F p_eh=sçäìåíÉÉêë

�� !"�#$%&
�� !"#$%&
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Eq~ÄäÉ=SKNKNMF=`çããìåáíó=q~äâë
E�SKNKNMF=�� !

jçåíÜ lêÖ~åáò~íáçå qÜÉãÉ q~êÖÉí=~åÇ=kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë
�� �� �� �� !"#$

g~åì~êó qÜÉ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí pìáÅáÇÉ=oáëâ=^ëëÉëëãÉåí N=pÅÜççä=mêáåÅáé~ä=~åÇ=PR=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
N� ^ëëçÅá~íáçå=h=p=iç=`çääÉÖÉ �� �!"#$%& N�� !PR�� 

�� !"#$%&'(
�� !"

`reh=ĉ ^=qÜçã~ë=`ÜÉìåÖ pâáääë=áå=pìáÅáÇÉ=oáëâ N=pÅÜççä=mêáåÅáé~ä=~åÇ=PV=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä ^ëëÉëëãÉåí=~åÇ=j~å~ÖáåÖ N�� !PV�� 
�� !"#$%&'& píìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=pìáÅáÇ~ä=oáëâ
�� !" �� !"#$%&'()

�� !"#

cÉÄêì~êó pÅÜççä=çÑ=`çåíáåìáåÖ=píìÇáÉë pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå=pÉêîáÅÉI PM=píìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=N=fåëíêìÅíçê
O� qÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ pìáÅáÇÉ=oáëâ=^ëëÉëëãÉåí PM�� !N�� 

eçåÖ=hçåÖ ~åÇ=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí
�� !"#$%&'#( �� !"#$%&'JJJ

�� !"#$%&'()

pÜìå=q~â=cê~íÉêå~ä=^ëëçÅá~íáçå pâáääë=áå=e~åÇäáåÖ=pìáÅáÇ~äL N=pÅÜççä=mêáåÅáé~ä=~åÇ=RQ=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë
`ÜÉåÖ=vì=qìåÖ=pÉÅçåÇ~êó pÉäÑJÜ~êã=píìÇÉåíë N�� !RQ�� 
pÅÜççä �� !"#$L�� !
�� !"#$%&'(

j~êÅÜ háå=t~Ü=c~ãáäó=pÉêîáÅÉ=`ÉåíÉê ?iáÑÉ=áë=î~äì~ÄäÉ?=mä~ò~=JJJ RMM=m~êíáÅáé~åíë=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=dìÉëíëI
P� qÜÉ=jÉíÜçÇáëí=`ÉåíêÉ=j~Å~ì fåíêçÇìÅíáçå=íç=p_eh m~êÉåíëI=vçìíÜ=~åÇ=`ÜáäÇêÉå

�� !"#$%&'(' pÉêîáÅÉë=~åÇ=pìáÅáÇÉ �� !"# $% &'()
�� !"#$��%& mêÉîÉåíáçå=bÇìÅ~íáçå �� !"#$E�RMM�F

?�� !?�� =JJJ=��
�� !"#$%&'(

j~ó `~êáí~ë=`Ü~êäÉë=s~íÜ=`çääÉÖÉ pÉãáå~ê=çå=pìáÅáÇÉ PMM=cKQ=píìÇÉåíë=~åÇ
R� �� !"#$ mêÉîÉåíáçå=~åÇ=iáÑÉ qÉ~ÅÜÉêë

bÇìÅ~íáçå PMM�� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'(

e~îÉå=çÑ =eçéÉ=`Üêáëíá~å qÉäÉéÜçåÉ=`çìåëÉääáåÖ=JJJ jçêÉ=íÜ~å=OM=sçäìåíÉÉêë
pÉêîáÅÉ pâáääë=áå=e~åÇäáåÖ=péÉÅá~ä OM�� !
�� !"#$ `~ääë

�� !JJJ�� !"#

gìåÉ cì=eçåÖ=pçÅáÉíó qÉäÉéÜçåÉ=`çìåëÉääáåÖ OV=pí~ÑÑ =~åÇ=sçäìåíÉÉêë
S� �� pâáääë OV�� !"#

�� !"#

gìäó e~îÉå=çÑ =eçéÉ=`Üêáëíá~å pâáääë=áå=e~åÇäáåÖ=bãçíáçå~ä jçêÉ=íÜ~å=OM=eçíäáåÉ=sçäìåíÉÉêë
T� pÉêîáÅÉ ~åÇ=pìáÅáÇ~ä=`~ääë OM�� !"#

�� !"#$ �� !"#$%&'()
�� !"

h``=sçäìåíÉÉê=pÉêîáÅÉ=råáí mÜçåÉ=`~êÉ=pâáääë SM=sçäìåíÉÉêë
�� !"#$%&'()* �� !"# SM�� 

vçìíÜJOMMMKÅçã `çìåëÉääáåÖ=çå=bãçíáçå UM=sçäìåíÉÉêë
�� !" �� ! UM�� 

^ìÖìëí `áîáä=^îá~íáçå=aÉé~êíãÉåí pâáääë=áå=e~åÇäáåÖ=`êáëáë jçêÉ=íÜ~å=NM=eçíäáåÉ=pÉêîáÅÉ=pí~ÑÑ
U� �� !" `~ääë NM�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%
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jçåíÜ lêÖ~åáò~íáçå qÜÉãÉ q~êÖÉí=~åÇ=kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë
�� �� �� �� !"#$

pÉéíÉãÄÉê qìåÖ=t~Ü=dêçìé=çÑ =eçëéáí~äë j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=çÑ =rêÖÉåí OR=sçäìåíÉÉêë
V� bîÉå=`ÉåíêÉ `êáëáë=`~ëÉ OR�� 

�� !"#$ �� !"#$%

pÅÜççä=çÑ=`çåíáåìáåÖ=píìÇáÉë pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå=pÉêîáÅÉI NR=píìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=N=fåëíêìÅíçê
qÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ pìáÅáÇÉ=oáëâ=^ëëÉëëãÉåí NR�� !N�� 
eçåÖ=hçåÖ ~åÇ=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí
�� !"#$%&'#( �� !"#$%&'JJJ

�� !"#$%&

lÅíçÄÉê eçåÖ=hçåÖ=vçìåÖ=tçãÉåDë pÉãáå~ê=çå=`~ëÉ NM=pÉåáçêë=~åÇ=tçãÉå=sçäìåíÉÉêë
NM� `Üêáëíá~å=^ëëçÅá~íáçå `çìåëÉääáåÖ NM�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%& �� !"#$%

kçîÉãÄÉê iáÑÉ=eçéÉI=`~êáí~ë=ÇÉ=j~Å~ì pâáääë=áå=e~åÇäáåÖ=pìáÅáÇ~ä PR=sçäìåíÉÉêë
NN� �� !"#$% `~ëÉë=~åÇ=péÉÅá~ä=`~ëÉë PR�� 

�� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&

aÉÅÉãÄÉê pÅÜççä=çÑ=`çåíáåìáåÖ=píìÇáÉë pìáÅáÇÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå=pÉêîáÅÉI V=píìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=N=fåëíêìÅíçê
NO� qÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ pìáÅáÇÉ=oáëâ=^ëëÉëëãÉåí V�� !N�� 

eçåÖ=hçåÖ ~åÇ=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí
�� !"#$%&'#( �� !"#$%&'JJJ
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6.2 Life Education Centre
Ms. Joanne Lai

Centre-in-charge

Introduction:
Working in partnership with our Hotline and Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre (SCIC) in tackling

the Hong Kong suicide problem,  2004 has been a successful and fruitful year for the Life Education
Centre (LEC). The SCIC performed the mission of saving lives and supporting distressed people
while we undertook the early intervention role to prevent such tragedies from occurring in the first
place.

Previously, we have performed tremendous prevention work for young people. In 2004, we
further expanded our services to other members of the community to comprehensively address
the concerns of all those living in Hong Kong. To achieve this, we carried out a variety of activities
and programs. Let's have a look at what we accomplished in 2004.

Talks and Workshops:
Educating people with life skills and suicide intervention skills is one of the most effective ways

to train the community gatekeepers and prevent people from taking their lives. Last year, we
provided seventy nine forums and workshops to almost 12,500 people that targeted students,
parents, volunteers, teachers, the elderly and other adults in the community. Training was offered
for problem-solving skills, emotion management, suicide signs and signals and crisis intervention
skills amongst others.

Peer counseling groups:
The peer counseling group is an educational group formed to increase people’s awareness and

knowledge of suicide prevention and to consolidate their communication and other related skills
to assist in interacting with suicidal peers. In 2004, we held twenty five peer counseling groups
consisting of fifteen for students, nine for parents and one for other adults in the community. Peer
counseling groups were originally designed for students only. As the needs of parents and adults
were apparent, we tailor-made groups for them as well.

Life Ambassadors training and volunteer services:
We provided three Life Ambassador Training Courses last year and trained up a total of sixty

two volunteers to join our volunteer force. Volunteers are the greatest asset to the LEC. They utilise
their talents to enrich our centre and to provide various creative activities to spread the message of
cherishing life. In 2004, our life ambassadors carried out seventy five tasks and volunteered 519
times, meaning each life ambassador served around four times a year.

Some of the new initiatives taken last year included the design of play kits, assisting in the
publication of our organization's newsletter "Life Interaction", library management, organising mass
programs such as  "Treasure Life--- The Seed Adoption Campaign" and "The Tin Yan Estate Orientation
Funfair", and last but not least, providing relaxation courses for clients of SCIC to soothe their
stresses, such as the Clay Flower Handicraft Course.

Mass programs:
Organizing mass programs to promote the message of treasuring life is always a key focus of

LEC. Last year, we organized two large scale mass programs including, "Treasure Life--- The Seed
Adoption Campaign" and "The Tin Yan Estate Orientation Funfair" which was jointly organized with
Yuen Long District Coordinating Committee on Family and Child Welfare Services of Social Welfare
Department.

"Treasure Life--- The Seed Adoption Campaign" consisted of a series of activities. A kick-off
ceremony at Teddy Bear Kingdom in Tsim Sha Tsui on 24 Apr 04 provided a grand opening to the
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campaign that lasted from Apr 04 to Sept 04. We prepared five thousand Black Bean Tree and Touch
Tree seeds for people to "adopt". The willingness to preciously raise this little seed was the only
criteria for being a "foster parent". The foster parents were encouraged to personalize their seeds
by naming them and giving them a date of birth. By looking after a seed and observing its growth
into a plant, we hoped the general public would become aware that life has to be taken care of,
protected and treasured. On that day, several singers and actors such as Rain Li, Sheila Chin, Deep
Ng, Ricky Fan and our honorary consultant, Mr. Allen Peng Fei Lee, JP came to support and share
with us their experiences of cherishing life. Since the kick-off, many individuals, schools and other
organizations have approached us to adopt these lovely seeds. Later, we further promoted the
campaign in Lok Fu, Wong Tai Sin and Tze Wan Shan Shopping Centres. All five thousand seeds
were adopted by the time the campaign finished in Sep 04.

"The Treasuring Life Slogan Competition" was also a part of this campaign. It took place from
May 04 to June 04 and was open to all. A total of 1,619 entries were received. The prize presentation
ceremony for twenty two winners was held on 26 Jun 04 at the Hong Kong Scout Centre. Some of
the awarded slogans were also used to produce LEC bookmarks as souvenirs.

As the distressed population in the Northern New Territories continues to grow the  LEC in
2004 again co-operated with the Social Welfare Department and other non-profit making district
organizations  to promote the message of positive living. A mass program called "Tin Yan Estate
Orientation Funfair" was organised on 13 Nov 04. With the help of our life ambassadors, we promoted
the message of positive living to the residents in Tin Yan Estate by organising a number of games
and tasks. Around one thousand adults and children visited our game stall that day.

Hong Kong Jockey Club Suicide Prevention Resources Library:
In order to make our library more resourceful and user-friendly to the public, the LEC has made

a great effort over the past year to enhance the variety and quality of content on offer. We have
collected numerous indigenous and worldwide brochures, leaflets, books, reports, video tapes,
VCDs, play kits and other publications related to suicide prevention and life education. In addition,
we have uploaded various links to worldwide suicide prevention websites on the library computer
so people can connect to other worldwide suicide prevention programmes. As a result, the number
of library visitors increased sharply in the past year to 3,196 - more than double that in 2003.

Publications:
LEC published numerous publications in 2004. Apart from the organization's newsletter "Life

Interaction", we also published four brochures, two play kits, two research reports and a training
manual. In three newsletters we shared with readers various themes including “What is
depression?”,  “What is happiness?” and “Love matters”. Our suicide prevention brochures targeting
caretakers, parents and suicidal people were freely distributed to the general public, government
departments and social service agencies.

With the assistance of our life ambassadors, we produced two play kits for children and young
people to help them express their emotions and handle the different challenges over the various
life stages. By utilising these games they can expect to grow both intelligently and emotionally as
well developing stronger bonding with parents and adults.

The impact of the method and content of suicidal news reporting has been discussed for many
years now. LEC has therefore worked with students from the City University of Hong Kong and
Chinese University of Hong Kong researching two suicide news reports in an attempt to shed some
lights on this topic. Two research reports were subsequently published in Jul 04 and are now
available in our resource library for reference. The "No Charcoaling" Training Package for young
people was also published in Mar 04 following dramas and workshops that were run in two
secondary schools.

New initiatives--- writing articles for mass media and other agencies:
The LEC has been established for nearly three years now, serving not only the users but also

the media with our life education and suicide prevention programs. In 2004 a number of newspapers,
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magazines and social services agencies invited us to share our expertise with their readers. For
example, the Life Education Section of Mingpao, "Pre-school" and "Parents" magazines and Kowloon
Bay Integrated Treatment Centre. In total we published twenty one articles.

Cooperation with mass media
Delivering the message of positive living through the mass media enables us to reach more

people in Hong Kong and consequently benefit society as a whole.  We have therefore worked
closely with the mass media over the past year and will continue with this approach in the future.

Future
Life is precious and adorable. In the past three years LEC has carried out various exciting activities

to promote this message to people from all walks of life, encouraging them to be stronger and
tougher when facing the various challenges in their life stages and therefore take care of their lives
and not consider suicide as a means of resolving their problems. LEC has demonstrated its
contribution in this aspect since it's establishment in 2002. In the future, we will continually strive
to  fulfil our mission of suicide prevention by introducing more activities and programs. We plan
another mass program in Feb 2005, will lead our life ambassadors to provide  more meaningful
services and will design more creative talks, workshops and groups for our service users.



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
33

SKO �� !"#

�� !"#$%

�==�

�� !"#$OMMQ�� !"#$%�&'()%�*+,-./$0123456789:
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123��45,-6+78$9:;<��=>?@AB
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-." !/012345"6789:;<=>?@ABC(DE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�/01

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !-.,/0123456789:;�,<=>?@A
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.*/012RP�� !OS�� !"NOIQUN�� !"#$%
�� !"#!$%!&'!#()*+,-./0123456789:;<8�=>?@!ABC
�� !"#$%&'()*++,

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'"#()*+,-./0123456789:;.<=>46?@ABC
�OMMQ�� !"#$%&OR�� !"#$%&'()NR�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.V��
�� !"#$%&'()N�� !"#$%&'()*+',-./0123456789-:;
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()

�OMMQ�� !"#$%&'(%)'*%+',-./01234�523$SO�� !"#
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567894:;<=<>/?@ABCDEF 
�� !"#$%&'()*�+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.%/01"23456(789:;<=>?@ABCDE(
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345'$6 +7899:;<=6(>?@ABCDE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456

�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;<=��>?@ABC*1DE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.!"/012 34&567**89:;<=

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456*789:;<RIMMM�� !"#$�%&#
�� !"#$%&'()*$%+,-./01� 234567891� �:;<=>(?4@A
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345623789:;<=>23?(@A/%BCD
�OMMQ�Q�OQ�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123�4*56789:;<=>?@AB
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-."/0$123456789456:;<=>6?@A=>
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:%;<=>?@ABCDE9:�B
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./OMMQ�Q��V�� !"#$%& '()*+,-./0
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123OMMQ�V�� !RIMMM�� !"#$%&'()
�� 



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
34

�� !"#$%&'()*++,-./012345678NISNV�� !"#$%&'()*
�� !"#OMMQ�S�OQ�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0OO�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345678"9:0;<=>?@56ABC9
�OMMQ�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567�89:;<=>?@A00BC�
�� !"#$%&'() #$*+,-./012 3456789:;<=>? :@%

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345(678!9:;<=>?@ABCDEF
�� !"#!$%&'()"*+,-./0123456789:;7<=7>?7>@"AB
�� !"#$%&'()*�+,-./0123456789:;<=>?@ABCD2EFG
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:�;<=1>?@ABCDEFGH
PINVS�� !OMMP�� !"#$%

�� !

�� !"#$OMMQ�� !"#$%&'� !()*+,-./0123� !Q�� !"#
�� O�� �!O�� !"#$%&'%()*+,-./0Q�� !"#$%&'()*"+,
�� P�� !"#$%&�'()*+,-%./012345678+9:;<=>Q�� !"
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012,-34/0567Q�� !"#$%&'()*
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789

�� !"#$%&'(!")*+,-./0123456789:8;<=>#?@ABC8D
�� SJV�� !"#�$%&'()* !+,-./01(2345$%678"9:;<=>?
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456'789:;<4=>?@ABCD

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;<=>OMMQ�� !"#$
�� !"��#$%&'()*+,-./01234567�89:;<=)>./?@ABOMMQ
�T�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567!89:;<=>?@ABCD$8E
�� !"#$%&'()*OMMQ�P�� !

�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-'./0123456789:;<=>��?@ABCD)
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567809:;<= >"<?@AB>"<CDE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-OMMQ�� !"#$%&ON�� !

�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789+:;<=>?@ABC'(DE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,�!'-./012345+678

�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./(0123456789:+;<=>?@ABCDEF
�� !"#$%&'�()*+,-./012345678.9:6(;<= (>?@AB%C
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01%&23'45.6789:;<=>?@.ABCDE
�� !"#$%&OMMR�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�.#$%/0 !12345(67
�� !"#$%&'�()*+



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
35

��=q~äâë

��=q~êÖÉíë �� !=kçK=çÑ=q~äâë �� !=kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë

�� =mêáã~êó=ëíìÇÉåíë PO SURM

�� =pÉÅçåÇ~êó=ëíìÇÉåíë NO QNNM

��=tçêâáåÖ=óçìíÜ N NUQ

��=m~êÉåíë Q NPQ

��=sçäìåíÉÉêë N ON

��=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë N NPU

�� !"#=líÜÉêë O NPM

��=qçí~ä� RP NNRST

Eq~ÄäÉ=SKOKNF=pÉêîáÅÉ=lìíéìí=çÑ=iáÑÉ=bÇìÅ~íáçå=`ÉåíêÉ=EÑêçã=NLNLOMMQ=íç=PNLNOLOMMQF

E�=SKOKNF=�� !"#OMMQ�� !"#=ENLNLOMMQJPNLNOLOMMQF

�� =tçêâëÜçéë

��=q~êÖÉíë �� !=kçK=çÑ=q~äâë �� !=kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë

�� =mêáã~êó=ëíìÇÉåíë P PQS

�� =pÉÅçåÇ~êó=ëíìÇÉåíë NR PRM

��=tçêâáåÖ=óçìíÜ N OO

��=m~êÉåíë N NM

��=sçäìåíÉÉêë O NV

��=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë P NNT

�� !"#=líÜÉêë N RM

��=qçí~ä� OS VNQ

�� !"#$%=mÉÉê=`çìåëÉäáåÖ=dêçìéë

�� �� �� ! �� !
q~êÖÉíë a~íÉ dêçìé=k~ãÉ kçK=çÑ

jÉãÄÉêë

PLOLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&' V
OQLOLOMMQ _ìÇÇÜáëí=tçåÖ=`ÜÉìâ=rã=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=E^KjKF

OLPLOMMQJ �� ! NP
NULPLOMMQ _áëÜçé=cçêÇ=jÉãçêó=pÅÜççä

QLPLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&'( NN
�� NLQLOMMQ `Üêáëíá~å=^ääá~åÅÉ=eK`K=`Ü~å=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=EmKjKF

píìÇÉåíë OQLPLOMMQJ �� ! NN
ONLQLOMMQ dççÇ=eçéÉ=pÅÜççä

OTLPLOMMQJ �� !"#$E�� !F OM
ULRLOMMQ mÉÉê=`çìåëÉääáåÖ=dêçìé=Ñçê=qÉêíá~êó=bÇìÅ~íáçå=píìÇÉåíë

NVLQLOMMQJ �� !"#$ NU
OQLRLOMMQ c~åäáåÖ=cáêëí=^ëëÉãÄäó=çÑ =dçÇ=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
36

�� �� �� ! �� !
q~êÖÉíë a~íÉ dêçìé=k~ãÉ kçK=çÑ

jÉãÄÉêë

OOLQLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&' NR
OMLRLOMMQ _ìÇÇÜáëí=tçåÖ=`ÜÉìâ=rã=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=E^KjKF

OLTLOMMQJ �� ! NQ
VLTLOMMQ `Üáå~=eçäáåÉëë=`çääÉÖÉ

PLTLOMMQJ �� !"#$E�� !F NP
PNLTLOMMQ mÉÉê=`çìåëÉäáåÖ=dêçìé=Ñçê=qÉêíá~êó=bÇìÅ~íáçå=píìÇÉåíë

SLTLOMMQJ �� !"#$% NR
VLTLOMMQ pÜÉåÖ=hìåÖ=eìá=_áëÜçé=iìá=jáåÖ=`Üçá=pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä

�� NPLNMLOMMQJ �� ! NQ
píìÇÉåíë NMLNNLOMMQ píK=qÉêÉë~=pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä

NNLNNLOMMQJ �� ! T
NSLNOLOMMQ píK=qÉêÉë~=pÉÅçåÇ~êó=pÅÜççä

NRLNNLOMMQJ �� !"#$%& NO
SLNOLOMMQ `çåÑìÅá~å=eç=hïçâ=mìá=`Üìå=`çääÉÖÉ

NRLNNLOMMQJ �� !"#$%& V
NMLNOLOMMQ `çåÑìÅá~å=eç=hïçâ=mìá=`Üìå=`çääÉÖÉ

NSLNNLOMMQJ �� !"#$%& NQ
OTLNNLOMMQ `Üêáëíá~å=^ääá~åÅÉ=pKtK=`Ü~å=jÉãçêá~ä=`çääÉÖÉ

NOLPLOMMQJ �� !" U
OPLQLOMMQ fëä~ãáÅ=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä

ONLPLOMMQJ �� !"#=ú=�� !"#$�%&'()* NM
NULQLOMMQ mÉÉê=`çìåëÉäáåÖ=dêçìé=Ñçê=m~êÉåíë=Edêçìé=NF

OQLPLOMMQJ �� !"#=ú=�� !"#$�%&'()* NP
ONLQLOMMQ mÉÉê=`çìåëÉäáåÖ=dêçìé=Ñçê=m~êÉåíë=Edêçìé=OF

OULQLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&' NO
NVLRLOMMQ pÜ~ì=hÉá=t~å=dçîÉêåãÉåí=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=EmKjKF

�� PLRLOMMQJ �� !"#$% NR
m~êÉåíë ONLSLOMMQ qìåÖ=t~Ü=dêçìé=çÑ =eçëéáí~ä=q~ã=pÜáì=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä

QLRLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&'# NR
ULSLOMMQ nbp=läÇ=píìÇÉåíëD=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=Edêçìé=NF

SLRLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&'(& NO
NMLSLOMMQ aêK=`~íÜÉêáåÉ=cK=tçç=jÉãçêó=pÅÜççä

TLRLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&'# NS
NNLSLOMMQ nbp=läÇ=píìÇÉåíëD=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=Edêçìé=OF

ONLRLOMMQJ �� !"#$%&'# NR
NNLSLOMMQ nbp=läÇ=píìÇÉåíëD=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä=Edêçìé=PF

�� ! OTLPLOMMQJ �� !"#$ NV
�� NLRLOMMQ mÉÉê=`çìåëÉäáåÖ=dêçìé=Ñçê=mìÄäáÅ

líÜÉêë

��qçí~äW OR PPM



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
37

�� !"#$%L��=iáÑÉ=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë=pÉêîáÅÉë

�� �� �� !
jçåíÜ kçK=çÑ=qáãÉë kçK=çÑ=iáÑÉ=̂ ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë

OMMQJMN Q QV

OMMQJMO Q QV

OMMQJMP S PO

OMMQJMQ NQ TN

OMMQJMR NM TO

OMMQJMS R QR

OMMQJMT N N

OMMQJMU N S

OMMQJMV S PR

OMMQJNM R RQ

OMMQJNN NM SP

OMMQJNO V QO

��qçí~äW TR RNV

�� !"#$%=iáÑÉ=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë=qê~áåáåÖ=`çìêëÉë

�� �� �� !
kçK=çÑ=qáãÉë kçK=çÑ=pÉëëáçåë kçK=çÑ

m~êíáÅáé~åíë

�� !"#$%&'()*+ N S U
qÜÉ=cáÑíÜ=iáÑÉ=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë=qê~áåáåÖ=`çìêëÉ

�� !"#$%&'()*+ N S OU
qÜÉ=páñíÜ=iáÑÉ=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë=qê~áåáåÖ=`çìêëÉ

�� !"#$%&'()*+ N S OS
qÜÉ=pÉîÉåíÜ=iáÑÉ=^ãÄ~ëë~Ççêë=qê~áåáåÖ=`çìêëÉ

��qçí~äW P NO SO

�� !=j~ëë=mêçÖê~ãë

�� �� ! �� !
jçåíÜ mêçÖê~ã=k~ãÉ kçK=çÑ=é~êíáÅáé~åíë

OMMQJMP �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./ NNU
vìÉå=içåÖ=tçêâáåÖ=Öêçìé=?=eçï=íç=Ñ~ÅÉ=Ñáå~åÅá~ä=Åêáëáë?

OMMQJMQ �� !"#$%&'() USM
qêÉ~ëìêÉ=iáÑÉJJJ=qÜÉ=pÉÉÇ=^Ççéíáçå=`~ãé~áÖå

OMMQJMR �� !"#$%&'()*+,-. QMM
qêÉ~ëìêÉ=iáÑÉJJJ=qÜÉ=pÉÉÇ=^Ççéíáçå=`~ãé~áÖå=áå=~=éêáã~êó=ëÅÜççä

OMMQJMS �� !"#$%&'()*+ NSNV
qêÉ~ëìêÉ=iáÑÉJJJ=qÜÉ=pÉÉÇ=^Ççéíáçå=`~ãé~áÖå=?päçÖ~å=`çãéÉíáíáçå?

OMMQJMS �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./qêÉ~ëìêÉ=iáÑÉJJJ=qÜÉ=pÉÉÇ QV
^Ççéíáçå=`~ãé~áÖå=?päçÖ~å=`çãéÉíáíáçå=mêáòÉ=dáîáåÖ=`ÉêÉãçåó?

OMMQJMV �� !"#$%&'() NSSU
qêÉ~ëìêÉ=iáÑÉJJJ=pÉÉÇ=^Ççéíáçå=`~ãé~áÖå=áå=~=ëÜçééáåÖ=ÅÉåíêÉ



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
38

�� �� ! �� !
jçåíÜ mêçÖê~ã=k~ãÉ kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë

OMMQJNN ��  !"#$%&'()*qáå=v~å=bëí~íÉ=lêáÉåí~íáçå=cìåÑ~áê NMMM

OMMQJNN �� !"#$%&'()*̂ =cìå=c~áê=Ñçê=bäÇÉêäó NMM

��qçí~äW RUNQ

�� !"#$=qÜÉ=oÉëçìêÅÉ=iáÄê~êó

�� !=kçK=çÑ=ÄçêêçïáåÖë

�� �� ! �� �� !=^ìÇáç=~åÇ �� !
jçåíÜ kçK=çÑ=ìëÉêë _ççâë =sáëì~ä=j~íÉêá~äë ^ÅíáîáíáÉë=háíë

OMMQJMN SN PV M M

OMMQJMO ONQ R M M

OMMQJMP VM NV M M

OMMQJMQ OOM PN P M

OMMQJMR RNV NV M M

OMMQJMS QPV NM M M

OMMQJMT PPM NP M M

OMMQJMU ONQ NM N M

OMMQJMV SM OQ N M

OMMQJNM POS NU M M

OMMQJNN QMN NR M M

OMMQJNO POO PO P M

��qçí~äW PNVS OPR U M

�� !=mìÄäáÅ~íáçåë

�� !qóéÉë=çÑ=éìÄäáÅ~íáçåë �� !k~ãÉ=çÑ=mìÄäáÅ~íáçå

�� _êçÅÜìêÉë �� !"#$%&'håçïáåÖ=ëìáÅáÇÉ

��� ú�� !"#$%eçï=íç=ëìééçêí=ëìáÅáÇ~ä=éÉçéäÉ

�� !"#ú�� !^=é~êÉåí=ã~åì~äJJJvçìíÜ=~åÇ=ëìáÅáÇÉ

�� !"#$%^êÉ=óçì=ëìêÉ=çÑ=ÜìêíáåÖ=óçìêëÉäîÉë\

�� mä~ó=háíë �� !"bãçíáçå=d~ãÉ

�� !iáÑÉ=gçìêåÉó

�� qê~áåáåÖ=j~åì~ä �� !kç=`Ü~êÅç~äáåÖ

�� !oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=oÉéçêíë �� ! "#$%&'()*+
oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=çå=Üçï=eçåÖ=hçåÖ=kÉïëé~éÉêë=êÉéçêí=ëìáÅáÇÉ=åÉïë

�� !"#� !"$ !%�&'(��)*+
oÉéçêíáåÖ=ëìáÅáÇÉ\=iÉ~ÇáåÖ=ëìáÅáÇÉ\JJJ
qÜÉ=êÉä~íáçåëÜáé=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ëìáÅáÇÉ=~åÇ=ëìáÅáÇÉ=åÉïë=êÉéçêíáåÖ

�� !iáÑÉ=fåíÉê~Åíáçå=kÉïëäÉííÉêë �� !"#$%&t~äâáåÖ=~ï~ó=Ñêçã=ÇÉéêÉëëáçå

�� !"t~óë=çÑ=Ü~ééáåÉëë

�� �!"�içîÉ=ã~ííÉêë



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
39

�� !=mìÄäáëÜÉÇ=~êíáÅäÉë

�� ! �� ��L=��
k~ãÉ=çÑ=kÉïëé~éÉê=çê=j~Ö~òáåÉë a~íÉ qçéáÅë

�� !"#$% OMMQKMQKOP �� !"#$%&'()*+,
jáåÖé~çJJJiáÑÉ=bÇìÅ~íáçå=pÉÅíáçå qêÉ~ëìêáåÖ=äáÑÉ=ïáíÜ=éÜóëáÅ~ä=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíáÉë

OMMQKMQKPM ��  !"#$%&
eçï=íç=~ëâ=èìÉëíáçåë\

OMMQKMRKMT �� !"#
pÉäÑJÅêÉ~íÉÇ=Ö~ãÉë

OMMQKMRKNQ �� !"
cáÖìêÉ=çìí=ãó=ïÜçäÉ=äáÑÉ

OMMQKMRKON �� !
cáåÇ=íÜÉ=åáÅÉ=Öìóë

OMMQKMRKOU �� !"
iÉíDë=ï~íÅÜ=iáäç=~åÇ=píáíÅÜ

OMMQKMSKMQ �� !
q~ÅâäÉ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäí=ëáíì~íáçåë

OMMQKMSKNN �� !"#$
iÉ~êåáåÖ=êÉëéçåëáÄáäáíó=Äó=í~âáåÖ=Å~êÉ=çÑ =~å=ÉÖÖ

OMMQKMSKNU �� !"#$%
iÉíDë=Ü~îÉ=äáÑÉ=Äççâë

OMMQKMSKOR �� !"#$%&
j~å~ÖáåÖ=äáÑÉ

OMMQKMVKNS �� !"#
tÜ~í=Çç=f=Ü~îÉ\

OMMQKMVKPM ��� !"#$%&'
jáëë=oìãéÜáìë=ã~âÉë=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=ãçêÉ=ÄÉ~ìíáÑìä

OMMQKNMKOU �� !=�� !"#$%
iÉ~êå=íç=ÄÉ=Öê~íÉÑìä

OMMQKNOKMP �� !==�� !"
aêÉ~ã=ïáää=ÅçãÉ=íêìÉ

�� !"#� $% OMMQKMPKMN �� !"#$
?m~êÉåíë?=j~Ö~òáåÉ aê~ïáåÖ=~åÇ=äáÑÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå

OMMQKMQKMN ��  !"#
_çíÜÉêDë=éìòòäÉë

OMMQKMRKMN �� !"#$%&'()*+,
eçï=åÉïë=çå=îáçäÉåÅÉ=~ÑÑÉÅí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå

OMMQKMTKMN �� !"#$%&'()*
eçï=íç=êÉ~Åí=áÑ =óçìê=ÅÜáäÇDë=ÑêáÉåÇë=~ííÉãéí=ëìáÅáÇÉ

OMMQKMUKMN �� !"#$%&'()*+
eçï=íç=êÉ~Åí=áÑ =óçìê=ÅÜáäÇDë=ÑêáÉåÇë=~ííÉãéí=ëìáÅáÇÉ

�� !"#$%&' OMMQKNNKMN �� !"#$%&'(
?mêÉJëÅÜççä?j~Ö~òáåÉ iÉ~êå=íç=ÅÜÉêáëÜ=äáÑÉ=Äó=äççâáåÖ=~ÑíÉê=~åáã~äë

�� !"#$%&'()*+ OMMQKMVKMN ��J�� !"
?oÉÇ=oáÄÄçå?kÉïëäÉííÉê fë=íÜÉêÉ=ëáÖå~äJJJëìáÅáÇÉ\



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
40

�� !"#$=j~ëë=ãÉÇá~

�� �� ! �� ! �� !
jçåíÜ k~ãÉ=çÑ=j~ëë=jÉÇá~ kçK=çÑ=fåíÉêîáÉïë kçK=çÑ=oÉéçêíáåÖë

OMMQJMV �� !"# N N
^ää=ãÉÇá~

OMMQJNN �� !"#!J�� ! N N
oqeh=`Ü~ååÉä=R

OMMQJNO �� O O
jáåÖé~ç

OMMQJNO �� ! O O
pçìíÜ=`Üáå~=jçêåáåÖ=mçëí

�� !"#$%&'(=sáëáíë

�� �� ! ��
jçåíÜ k~ãÉ=çÑ=lêÖ~åáò~íáçå kçK=çÑ=m~êíáÅáé~åíë

OMMQJMN �� !"#$!%&vt`^=pÅÜççä=pçÅá~ä=pÉêîáÅÉë N

OMMQJMN �� !""#aáêÉÅíçê=çÑ=pçÅá~ä=tÉäÑ~êÉ=aÉé~êíãÉåí Q

OMMQJMO �� !"#$%pq=_çå~îÉåíìêÉ=`~íÜçäáÅ=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä NR

OMMQJMQ �� !"#$%&'`~êáí~ë=pÜìå=qáå=`çããìåáíó=`ÉåíêÉ NN

OMMQJMR �� !j~Å~ì=`~êáí~ë U

OMMQJMU �� !"#$%&píìÇÉåíë=Ñêçã=_Éáà áåÖ=~åÇ=vìå=k~å RR

OMMQJMU �� !"#$jÉÇáÅ~ä=ëí~ÑÑ=Ñêçã=wÜÉà á~åÖ NR

OMMQJMV �� !"E�� !Fpqc^=iÉìåÖ=háí=t~Ü=mêáã~êó=pÅÜççä N

OMMQJNM �� !"#$%&'(páâ=páâ=vìÉå=eç=`Ü~â=bäÇÉêäó=`ÉåíêÉ PR



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
41

6.3 Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre
Mr. Michael Wong

Centre-in-charge

1. Introduction
The Suicide Crisis Intervention Centre (SCIC) was set up in 2002 as a three-year pilot project

supported by the Lotteries Fund. The Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong (SBHK) intended to address
the issue of suicides by providing a round-the-clock crisis intervention service for suicidal persons.
The SCIC is the only crisis service in Hong Kong specialized in serving those who are moderately to
highly suicidal. The referral line provides 24-hour service to frontline staff of social and public services
including social workers, doctors, nurses, and police officers. The capacity for crisis counsellors to
provide on site crisis intervention allows greater flexibility to respond to hard to serve group. SCIC
provides suicide risk assessments, emergency management and crisis counselling for six to eight
weeks. For those who need further services are linked up with on-going services.

2. Summary of Services
In 2004, SCIC served a total number of 1,262 cases of suicidal persons and family members.

2.1 Gender: More female used the crisis service than male. Out of the 1,262 cases, there were
483 male clients and 779 female clients. The male to female ratio is 1: 1.6.

2.2 Age: The majority (over 90 %) of client falls between 20-50 years of age with less than 8 %
outside this age range. Again, female dominated the major age categories except for under 20 and
60 and above groups. It seems that young males and men over 60 use the crisis service more than
their counterparts.

2.3 Presenting problem: The primary presenting problem are namely: relationship problem
(including romantic and marital problem) 21%; Financial 13%; mental health issues 11%; another
significant category is distress caused by suicidal family members or friends 9%. As expected,
financial problems are the main problem for male clients. Mental health issues and marital problems
seemed to affect female clients more than their male counterparts.

3. Referrers
The 24-hour referral line was well used by frontline workers in the human service field. The

incoming calls from professionals were not limited to referrals, frequently, the calls were made by
frontline staff of other agencies seeking consultations on suicidal clients.

The main source of referral came from the referral line. Others came from the suicide crisis
infoline for family members and friends of suicidal persons, persons calling the main office telephone
number and occasional walk in.

3.1 The risk level of clients: The risk level observed by referrers was mainly moderate to high
about 76 % of the total number. The percentage of moderate and high-risk cases dropped to 43 %
after the first session of intervention by SCIC. The high-risk category produced an impressive
decrease from about 20% to 9%. Our counsellors noticed significant changes of risk level within 2-
4 sessions for most clients. Certain clients required longer and more intensive interventions from
SCIC. A very small number went beyond the 8 weeks involvement.

3.2 Sharing our knowledge with referring agencies: To ensure a smooth transferring of
cases from the referring agency to SCIC, we provided over 40 sessions of presentations to social
workers, medical professionals and other personnel about our services. These sessions usually
consist of suicide risk assessments, referral procedures and crisis intervention techniques that
participants found helpful.

4. External Partnerships
In 2004, the third year of operation for SCIC, we maintained existing partnerships such as all
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the suicide prevention hotlines, integrated family service centres, Department of Health and other
non-government organizations (NGO). SCIC continue to establish new and innovative partnerships
with various agencies. New pilot service agreements included:

• The A & E Department of the Tuen Mun Hospital for suicidal persons planning to discharge
against medical advice;

• The Community Psychiatric Nursing Services with Castle Peak Hospital for better coordination
of services for suicidal persons having mental health problems;

• The Outpatient Department of the Castle Peak Hospital for support to suicidal persons in need
of psychiatric treatments;

• Newly formed integrated family service centres, and

• Academic institutions.

5. Extension of Services
SCIC was committed to the development of services that addresses service gaps. The most

notable ones in 2004 are:

• The establishment of the survivor's group with the intention to help family members of persons
completed suicides;

• Support group for family members living with suicidal persons;

• Special groups on various topics and interest for ex-clients, including stress management, yoga
courses, special art and craft classes;

• The suicide crisis infoline for family members in need of assistance;

• There were plans to develop therapeutic groups for group counselling for suicidal persons.

6. Support and peripherals
SCIC had been committed to the use of information technology in the social service field. SCIC

is among the very few social service agencies that computerized the entire client files by. The
potential for future development is great as the system can make use of the latest technologies.

Two new technologies were developed with the partnership with the Industrial System
Engineering Department of the Polytechnic University of Hong Kong to assist and enhance the
effectiveness of our crisis counsellors. The Mobile Dynamic Information Crisis Kit (MOBIDICK) enables
crisis counsellors on call to access the client database outside the office using a handheld computer
and a mobile phone. The Mobile Automated Safety/Tracking (MAST) system enhances staff safety
using the SMS features of ordinary mobile phones. Both systems were presented in the international
conference HUSITA 7. The MOBIDICK system received the third prize in the most innovative award.

7. Conclusion
Being the last year of the pilot project, 2004 is a crucial year for the SCIC. The consultative team

of evaluators led by Professor Cecilia Chan from the University of Hong Kong conducted an extensive
evaluation on the effectiveness and feasibility of the crisis centre. The report concludes the Suicide
Crisis Intervention Centre is indeed a valuable service that can serve those who are at moderate to
high suicidal risks.

8. The Future
The main task for SCIC in 2005 is continuing to provide good quality crisis service and help

those who became desperate and lost their will to live to regain their confidence in life. We will
continue to work with the Social Welfare Department and funding bodies in securing funding in
sustaining the service.

To conclude the three years, on behalf of everyone at SCIC, this is our message -
We want the service to continue,
We care about those in need, and
We know we are making a difference.
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6.4 Public Relations and Promotion
To allow the public to better understand the various services, activities and information that

we offer, SBHK in 2004 continues to deliver messages to the masses with the support of media and
advertising agencies. This year we produced a series of advertisements over radio and displayed
posters with the slogan (in Chinese)  "we walk side by side with you towards exit". We also continue
to deliver information via press conferences and interviews to give an effective response to the
needs of society.

This year we again received the endorsement of HKSAR Information Services Department to
allow our promotional video to be released on various TV channels. The aim of this API is to urge
parents to respect the living rights of their children, and to remind everyone of our 24 hour hotline.
For those who suffer from emotional uneasiness that can lead to difficulty in sleeping and worsening
of their situation, we are producing a radio promotion to be broadcast over a number of radio
channels late at night. This API that is scheduled to be broadcast early next year, will remind everyone
that even when we feel there is no way out, an exit is always there and  people in need can call our
hotline anytime to release their emotional stress.

Following on the message of  “always an exit from difficulties”, a poster has been produced
with the visual  “an exit from the bull horn”(Chinese slang: “into a bull horn” means “focus thinking
on troubles”) . The posters will be posted at MTR, KCRC billboards and various social service
organizations in early 2005. We hope that people seeing the "exit" sign on the streets it will be
reminded of the encouraging message it conveys.

Through the hard work of staff and members, the services that our three centres provided are
now better recognised by the mass media and public. Whenever there is an unexpected incident or
a comparatively higher suicide rate, our media friends will contact SBHK for comments and solutions.
For example, after the South-east Asia Tsunami and severe earthquakes, we instantly spread useful
information via media, and let the public know ways to help those in need (especially children and
patients suffering depression) and to help them to release stress and uneasiness. Through seminars,
talks and sharing sessions held by our three centres throughout the year, the media news releases
enabled more people to share the message of cherishing life.

Our “Treasue Life -- The Seed Adoption Campaign” held in mid-year received encouraging
feedback from the public. This meaningful activity utilised the planting of Touch Tree and Black
Bean Tree seeds to bring out the faith we have when facing challenges in life. Adopters included
individuals, families, schools, social communities and business organizations. The opening ceremony
was supported by Mr. Allen Peng Fei Lee, JP, our honorary consultant, plus a number of celebrities
and was covered by the major press. The event was followed with a Treasuring Life Slogan
Competition, which was appreciated by the public for the many thoughtful slogans that had been
created.

In the coming year, SBHK is planning to run the first official fund raising campaign. The Public
Relations and Promotion team will hold a series of marketing campaign to raise funds and at the
same time promote our spirit of caring for others. We truly hope that SBHK will have the kind support
from all of our friendly partners!



� �  ! " # $ % & ' ( O M M Q � �
51

SKQ �� !"

�OMMQ�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01!23�456.7)89:;<=>?@

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.*/0123456789:;<=>?@ABCDEFG-H

�� !"#$%&'()*#+,-./�0123456�789:;<&=>�?@ABCDE

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-. /0123456789:;<=>?@ABC,DE 

�� !"#$%&'OQ�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123�(4567589:;

�� !"#$%&'MR�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:08;<

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012!"3456789:;<'=)>?,@AB=E��

�� !"#$%&'(!)*+,-./012&F�� !"#$!%&'()*+(,-./012

�� !"#MR�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123bufq�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0!1234$56)789:;<$=>?@A8BC

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234156789:6;<=>+?@ABCDEFG

�� !"#$%&'()*+$,-./0123456789:;<�=>?@ABCDEFG�H

�� !"#$%&'(�)*+,-./"01234�56"789:;,-<=>?�@AB

MQ�� !"#$%&'J�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456,7$89:;

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567+89:;<=>?@ABCDEFD

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;<#=>2?@ABCDEFGD

��  !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;,<=>?6@ABCDEFG

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-. /01234567"89:;<=>? @AB<.+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�3456789:;<=0>?@



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
52

Mr. Jonathan Wong

2003 Annual Report stated that "A report from the Coroner's Court showed that 1,152 people
committed suicide and subsequently died" in Hong Kong in that year.  The figure of 1,152 quoted
in the report relates to confirmed suicide cases.  However, this figure could have been under-
reported because in the period Jan 1, 2003 to Dec 31, 2003, there were 43 presumed suicide cases
where no death investigation report took place but circumstances pointed to the death being an
instance of suicide.  Hence, the total number of suicides in 2003 could have been 1,195. As of this
year's report, our figures will incorporate both confirmed and presumed suicide in which an autopsy
and death report are not sought.

From Jan 1, 2004 to Dec 12, 2004, Hong Kong's population stood at approximately 6,895,500,
with 3,314,500 male (48%) and 3,581,000 female (52%) according to statistics from the Census and
Statistics Department. A report from the Coroner's Court showed that 1,187 people committed
suicide and subsequently died during the same period, which included 187 suicides cases where
an autopsy was not ordered (see Table 7.1).

The suicide rate was 17.2 in 2004, indicating that 17.2 people out of every 100,000 in Hong
Kong committed suicide and died, which was down by 0.3 from 2003. The suicide rate of males was
23, down by 1.3 from 2003, and the suicide rate of females was 11.8, up by 0.7 from last year (see
Table 7.2). It is good to note that the suicide rate decreased to 17.2 in 2004, down by 0.3 from 2003.
However, this is still higher than the global suicide rate of 14.5 per 100,000. The suicide rates of age
groups between 0 to 29 and above 70 generally increased while the middle age group between 30
to 39 was static and 40 to 49 decreased. However, it is observed that the suicide rate for men stood
high and they tended to end their life through seriously fatal means.

The suicide number of the age group between 40 and 49 was the highest among all age groups.
This is consistent with previous years' and it truly reflects distressing conditions experienced by
this age group. The relevant government department should pay much more attention to this age
group. It is observed that among the suicide deaths, 29.2% were unemployed, down by 7.8% from
2003, and 12.1% were retirees, who formed a new category in 2004 (see Table 7.3). With the slight
improvement in both the Hong Kong economy and unemployment rate in 2004, suicide deaths in
this age group decreased, this trend suggested a relationship between suicide and unemployment.

In the following, suicide statistics are presented according to age group and gender, the means
of committing suicide, the person's occupation and any mental disorders they may have had.

Suicide statistics according to age group and gender
Age: 0 to 19 years old

In 2004, there were 36 teenagers below the age of 19 who committed suicide successfully. The
suicide rate was 2.5. The male to female ratio was 3.4 to 1.4 (see Table 7.2). The suicide rate for
males was higher than that for females.

The suicide rate for this age group was 2.5 in 2004, which was up 0.6 from 2003; the number
rose up from 29 in 2003 to 36 in 2004. Among the 36 deaths, 25 were attributed to jumping from
buildings, 5 from carbon monoxide poisoning and 4 from hanging. In terms of the suicide means,
jumping from buildings still stood the highest, at 69.4 %. This indicates that this age group tended
to choose a fatal means to end their life. The cause of this phenomenon should be explored and
investigated by the relevant government departments.

Age: 20 to 59 years old
In 2004, there were 801 people between 20 and 59 years old who committed suicide and died.

This age group accounted for 67.4% of the total number of suicide deaths, which was down 1.7%
from 2003 (see Table 7.1). The suicide rate was 18.4, and the male to female ratio was 25.4 to 12.2.
Among the deaths, 43 % resulted from jumping from buildings, 34.3% were attributed to carbon
monoxide poisoning and 15.1% hung themselves. In the age group between 20 to 29, it was
noteworthy to see that there were 180 suicide deaths, which was up 7.7% from 2003, while other

FIGURES ABOUT SUICIDE IN HONG KONG 2004
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groups decreased in line with the total number of suicide deaths in this group having decreased.
Among the 801 who committed suicide in this age group, 36.7% (294 people) were unemployed

at the time of their deaths. This was down 4.9% from 2003, and 71% were male (see Table 7.3). It is
worthy to note that the number of deaths of those aged between 40 to 49 decreased from 276
(male: 193 & female: 83) in 2003 to 242 (male: 154 & female: 88) in 2004. Notwithstanding, the
percentage of deaths in this age group still recorded the highest among all age groups, it is inferred
that people in this mid-age stage are more intolerant with pressure and stress.  Hence, targeted
social support and assistance should be provided to relieve their overwhelming burden.

Age: 60 years old or above
In 2004, 349 people committed suicide and died in this age group; this represented 29.4% of

the total number of suicide deaths. This figure was up 1.2% from 2003. The suicide rate was 32.8,
which was up 0.3 from 2003, and the male to female ratio was 42.5 to 23.9. Notably, the number of
deaths above the age of 70 increased while most of the other groups decreased (see Table 7.1). It is
a time for us to consider whether our community has adequate care and support to the elderly; this
figure should arouse the relevant government department's awareness to their concerns and needs.

Suicide statistics according to means of committing suicide
A majority of people who committed suicide chose to jump from buildings. A total of 528 people

ended their lives by this means in 2004, up from 517 in 2003 and accounted for 44.4% of the total
number of suicide deaths, which was up by 1.2% from 2003.  296 people died from carbon monoxide
poisoning, which accounted for 24.9% of the total number of suicide deaths, and was down by
2.4% from 2003.   256 people died by hanging themselves, accounting for 21.5% of the total number
of suicide deaths, and was up by 1% from 2003 (see Table 7.1).

On the whole, the means of committing suicide was similar in all age groups. Most people
jumped from buildings to commit suicide. Carbon monoxide poisoning and hanging came in second
and third places respectively. Jumping from buildings and hanging in the over 70 year old age
group, and carbon monoxide poisoning in the 30 to 39 age group had the highest percentage of
suicide deaths compared to other age groups. This figure still revealed that jumping from buildings
was still the commonest means to committing suicide.

Suicide statistics according to occupation
In 2004, 347 people who committed suicide were unemployed at the time of their deaths. This

accounted for 29.2% of the total number of suicide deaths, and was down by 7.7% from 2003. A
new category for retired persons came second and accounted for 12.1% with 144 deaths out of the
total number of suicide deaths. Housewives followed with 11.2% with 134 deaths out of the total
number of suicide deaths, which was exactly the same as 2003 (see Table 7.3). It must be reminded
that although the suicide deaths among unemployed persons decreased, those in the unclassified
category, where an autopsy and death report are not sought, dramatically increased from 43 in
2003 to 187 in 2004. It is somewhat a challenge to draw the conclusion on the decrease in the
number of suicide deaths in unemployed persons without taking the unclassified category into
account.

On the other hand, there were 2.8% suicide deaths in the group of businessmen, up 0.2% from
2003, while suicide death in all other occupation groups decreased. The increase in percentage
was only 0.2% while other groups showed a decrease. Nevertheless, this figure draws alarming
attention to the businessman group, who were still unable to cope with financial pressures and
business failures despite the improving economy in Hong Kong. In response to this situation, specific
social resources and services should be provided to help them face their psychological and
emotional problems.

In 2004, Hong Kong had an unemployment rate of around 6.8%. The number decreased 1.1%
from 7.9% in 2003. The underemployment rate decreased from 3.5% in 2003 to 3.3% in 2004. In
comparison with the past few years, there was a slight improvement in the unemployment rate in
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Hong Kong. Nevertheless, the unemployment group still made up the majority of total suicide
deaths. Unemployment can contribute to complicated personal, family and social problems, if these
are not well handled, it can produce a very negative and far-reaching effect on a person's
psychological well-being. The government should pay more attention to these problems and further
study the correlation between unemployment and suicide.

Suicide statistics according to mental disorders
In 2004, 280 suicide deaths were related to some kind of mental disorder. This accounted for

23.5% of the total number of suicide deaths, which was down by 5.9% (see Table 7.4) from the
previous year. Among the 280 people, 49.6% were male and 50.4% were female. Most of them
committed suicide by jumping from buildings accounting for 62.8%, carbon monoxide poisoning
accounting for 12.8%, and hanging accounting for 11.7%. These figures suggest that jumping from
buildings was more common among suicidal people with mental disorders, and they tended to
adopt this fatal means to kill themselves.

Unknown or Unidentified Suicide Cases
39 suicide cases were categorized as "injury undetermined, whether accidentally or purposely

inflicted" in 2004, up by 19 people in comparison with the 20 such cases in 2003. Among the 39
deaths, 11 people died of drugs poisoning while 11 people died of drowning and 10 died by hanging
themselves (see table 7.5).

Suicide cases without an autopsy being ordered
The number of suicide deaths was 1,187 in 2004, which included 187 cases where an autopsy

and death report were not sought, and this figure increased from 43 in 2003 to 187 in 2004 (see
Table 7.6).

Conclusion
In 2004, there were 1,187 people who committed suicide and died. The suicide rate was 17.2

per 100,000, down by 0.3 from 2003, while the global suicide rate stood at 14.5 per 100,000. Among
the suicide deaths, the ratio of male to female was 1.9 to 1. Jumping from buildings was still the
commonest suicide means, followed by carbon monoxide poisoning and hanging. 29.2% of the
people were unemployed at the time of their deaths and 23.5% of the cases were associated with
some kind of mental disorder. A new category for suicide cases where an autopsy was not sought
was added this year, which included 187 cases.

The end of 2004 brought an immense human tragedy to the world due to the unexpected
violent earthquake and ensuing tidal wave which affected no less than twelve countries and killed
more than 300,000 people. As with every disaster of this kind, we are aware and reminded that
human beings are important in the face of bad luck, fate and “mother nature”. This disaster lets us
know that what we possess can be lost within a few minutes without warning. Undoubtedly, life is
full of unexpected events, but uncertainty, on the other hand, stimulates us to ponder our value
systems and further inspires us to treasure everything we have, as well as the relationships around
us at the present moment. No one likes to see devastating tragedies in the world, but this is another
expression of our general situation. The generous and prompt response from Hong Kong people
showed that no one is alone while facing hardship, it is because we are part of the world that we
can do every little thing to make the world different and wonderful.

Looking at Hong Kong, the slight improvement in the economy obviously exerted a positive
impact on the population of Hong Kong. Notwithstanding, the stress of living in this highly
competitive city with the highest population density in the world could create many societal, family
and personal problems. Suicide is still culturally regarded as a taboo and shameful behavior.
Therefore, early detection of those inclined to suicide and prompt suicide intervention would
certainly bring about a decrease in the number of successful suicide deaths in Hong Kong. In the
past few years, with collaboration and joint efforts being made by different suicide prevention
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organizations in Hong Kong, such as life education services, hotline services and crisis intervention
with reaching out services by The Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong, the community's awareness
concerning suicide prevention and mental health has been aroused and promoted. Despite the
high suicide rate of 17.2 per 100,000 against the global suicide rate stands at 14.5 per 100,000,
there is still reason to rejoice in decreased numbers of suicide when compared with 2003. Merit
should be given to all of Hong Kong's people who have contributed to care for every one around
them. For a brighter and more vibrant Hong Kong and the world, we can do it.
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Dr. Chiu Siu Ning
Service Consultant

Suicide Prevention is no easy task. There is still no single, reliable clinical instrument that exists
today to assess the risk level of suicides. Furthermore, preventative work receives little public
attention and constitutes a large amount of hard work that often goes unnoticed. Success stories
are never publicised, unlike tragedies and failures that are widely reported by the mass media and
become topics of conversation for the public.

Since no clinical instruments that can clearly predict the risk levels of suicides are available,
psychiatrists and psychologists are attempting to achieve a powerful breakthrough in genetic
science.

In 2000, a group of Canadian researchers claimed to have successfully identified the genetic
culprit that causes suicides. Genetic mutations lead to the abnormalities of the serotonin
neurotransmitter receptor 2A(5HT2A-R), in turn, it causes depression and thus marks the course
for suicide. The result of this finding has led to two major rethinks -  one is that suicide is not only
rooted in social or psychological reasons, but most probably determined by factors of nature -that
is -  one's life and how it will end is somehow determined by the forces of nature. The other is that
the finding provides new hope for  suicide prevention. According to the discovery made by this
group of scientists (led by Dr. David Bakish), if we could successfully develop genetic engineering
techniques to reverse the effects of these ten to fifteen genetic culprits, we may be able to change
one's fate and destiny! To the public, this sounded like an important breakthrough for human kind
- almost too good to be true. On 12 February 1997, the successful cloning of a sheep (Dolly) made
possible by genetic technologies shocked the world. Recently, scientists claimed to have finished
the analysis of the human genome. The time for cloning humans is not far off in the future. To
reprogram ten or so genes does not seem too difficult a task...

The question remains, what would 'cloned human beings' be like? Animal research has shown
that clones carried certain diseases and had shorter lifespans. Even those that seem healthy at the
moment still need to stand the test of time to determine the quality of this altered life form. In my
opinion, I'd rather we take a more humble stance to our scientific achievements.

It reminds me of the story in the bible concerning the tower of Babel: When man experienced
the Flood, they lived in one place and started to plan to build a huge city with a tower. The Tower
would reach the heavens so that their names would be talked about by all. The Lord punished them
for their ignorance and made them speak different languages so that communication was not
possible between them. So they scattered across the land...

We have now equipped ourselves with scientific technologies and challenge our creator and
the principles of nature that could change the world. Maybe it will be disastrous for human kind.

"The One enthroned in heaven laughs" (Psalm 2:4)

SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH ON SUICIDE PREVENTION!?
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SUICIDE CRISIS INTERVENTION CENTRE �� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-
sáëáí= Ñêçã=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=çÑ =wÜÉáà á~åÖ=mêçîáåÅÉ
eÉ~äíÜÅ~êÉ=tçêâÉêë

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01
qÜÉ=TíÜ=fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=`çåÑÉêÉåÅÉ=çÑ =eìã~å
pÉêîáÅÉë=fåÑçêã~íáçå=qÉÅÜåçäçÖó=^ééäáÅ~íáçåë

�� !"#$%&'()*+, -./0123456
`~ëÉ=`çåëìäí~íáçå=ãÉÉíáåÖ=ÅçåÇìÅíÉÇ
Äó=`äáåáÅ~ä=mëóÅÜçäçÖáëí=aêK=jáÅÜ~Éä=që~åÖ

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01
`çÖåáíáîÉ=íÜÉê~éó=íê~áåáåÖ=ëÉëëáçåë=ÅçåÇìÅíÉÇ
Äó=aêK=a~åáÉä=tçåÖ

�� !"#$%&'()*+
sáëáí= Ñêçã=qÜÉ=p~ã~êáí~åë=ErhFI=aáêÉÅíçê=çÑ
páãçå=^êãëçå



THE SAMARITAN BEFRIENDERS HONG KONG2004 ANNUAL REPORT
70

�� !AUDITORS’ AND FINANCIAL REPORT
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Expired Unpresented Cheques from
Members’ Travelling Allowance $27,800.00

Hong Kong Ngai Shui Mulanquan Association
�� !"#$%&'() $5,375.00

Wong Kim Shun Estate
�� !"#$ $13,000.00

The Northumberland $9,000.00

Ms. Cheng Man Yee (Phoneticize) �� $3,000.00

Diocesar Girls School $3,000.00

Mr. Fok Don Yee, Danny  �� $2,602.65

Ricky Cheung & Co. $2,100.00

Manulife (International) Limited $1,289.30

Chung Wai Chun $1,000.00

Bamboo & Pottery Arts $700.00

Mr. Au Hin Ching (Phoneticize) �� $600.00

Ms. Cheung Pui Fon �� $500.00

Ms. Cheung Shu Han (Phoneticize) �� $500.00

Chow Hau Kwai $500.00

Ms. Chui Shou Man $500.00

��ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Consultants
��

Donors
�� !"#$%&

The Community Chest of Hong Kong
�� !"

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust
�� !"#$%&'(

Hong Kong Social Welfare Department and the Lotteries Fund
�� !"#$%&'()

PCCW Ltd.--Sponsored telephone lines for hotline service
�� !"#$%JJ�� !"#$%

Mass Transit Railway Corporation--Offering free advertising
space for poster
�� !=J=�� !"#$%&'()*

Hong Kong Coroner's Court--providing data of 2004 suicide
death in Hong Kong
�� !"#$%JJ�� !!"#$%&'()*+,-

Census and Statistics Department--providing data of 2004
population in Hong Kong
�� !"JJ�� !!"#$%&'()*+

SPONSORS OF ANNUAL DINNER 2004 ��� !"!#$%&'(

Li & Fung (Trading) Limited
��E��F�� !"#

Newton Hotel Kowloon
�� !"#

The Peninsula Hotel Limited
�� !

MTR Corporation
�� !

Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation
�� !"#

Ocean Park
�� !

San Miguel Brewery HK Ltd
�� !"#$%&'(

LIST OF DONORS FOR THE ENDED MARCH 31, 2005��� L�� !"#$%&'()*

Ms. Mak Kam Yee $500.00

Mr. Tam Chiu Tai Richard $500.00

Ms. Wong Yee Ping $500.00

Ms. Chan Lai Ha (Phoneticize) �� $400.00

Mr. Fok Chai Kong �� $300.00

Mr. Chan Wing Kwan, Summer �� $280.00

Mr. Tsoi Man Cheong �� $200.00

Mr. Cheng Kwok Tai (Phoneticize) �� $200.00

Mr. Lee Chun Hung (Phoneticize) �� $200.00

Mr. Fung Lok Kai (Phoneticize) �� $200.00

Ms. Wang Shu Chen�� $140.00

Touch �� $116.00

Ms. Chin Kong Sha $100.00

Ms. Ting Lai Fan (Phoneticize) �� $100.00

Ms. Wong Wai Mui, Stella �� $100.00

Ms. Yam Siu Fong �� $50.00

Ms. Yiu Hing (Phoneticize) �� $50.00
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Who we are ��

The Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong obtains its funding primarily through subventions from
the Community Chest, the Hong Kong Jockey Club and the Lotteries Fund.  Donations from various
sources support of the community are also important in helping us develop and improve our
services.  Please support our work by donation.

As our organization is a charitable institution, your donations (over $100) are tax deductible.
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How to Donate�� !
Please complete the following Donation Slip together with your crossed cheque for donation,

return to our office (address: Unit 126-127, G/F, Kam Wah House, Choi Hung Estate, Kowloon).  For
enquires please call 2790 8844.

�� !"#$%&'()*+%,-./012345678/"N O S J N O T�� !"
�� OTVM=UUQQ�

WE NEED YOUR HELP �� !

I enclose herewith the sum of HK$ _______________________ being a donation for your
organization.  Please send me an official receipt.

�� !"ehA ||||||||||||||||||||||||�� !"#$%&'(

Name �� ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Mailing Address �� !" |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Tel No. �� !" ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Note: Crossed cheque should be made payable to (The Samaritan Befrienders Hong Kong)
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

Thank You! �� !"#$

✃




